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For independent 


working class action 


Today one class, the working class, lives by selling its 
labour power to another, the capitalist class which owns 
the means of production. Society is shaped by the 
capitalists' relentless drive to increase their wealth. 
Capitalism destroys lives and the sustainability of the 
planet through poverty, unemployment, overwork, 
imperialism, the destruction of the environment, climate 
change and much else. 

Against the accumulated wealth and power of the 
capitalists, the working class has one weapon: 
solidarity. Workers' Liberty aims to build solidarity 
through struggle so that the working class can 
overthrow capitalism. We want socialist revolution: 
collective ownership of industry and services, workers' 
control and a democracy much fuller than the present, 
with elected representatives recallable at any time and 
an end to bureaucrats' and managers' privileges. 

We see socialism as the self-emancipation of the 
working class. "The emancipation of the working class 
is also the emancipation of all humanity, irrespective of 
race or sex" (Marx) - which has nothing in common 
with the discredited Stalinist regimes. We welcome 
their collapse, clearing the way for a rediscovery of 
democratic revolutionary socialism. We support those 
organising against attacks on workers' rights and living 
standards by Stalinist regimes and call on workers to 
overthrow these regimes. 

We regard political Islam as a thoroughly reactionary 
movement which attacks all possibility to organise by 
workers, women and other oppressed groups and 
defends the interests of capital in the Middle East and 
other countries. For workers to make solidarity with the 
Iranian regime and other political Islamists because 
they are in conflict with US and other imperial powers 
is to adopt the “Anti-imperialism of idiots”. 

We fight for the labour movement to break with ‘social 
partnership’ and assert working-class interests 
militantly against the bosses. Our priority is the 


workplaces and unions, supporting workers' struggles, 
producing workplace bulletins, helping organise rank- 
and-file groups. 

We stand for: 

• Independent working-class representation in politics. 

• A workers' government, based on and accountable to 
the labour movement. 

• A workers' charter of trade union rights - to organise, 
to strike, to picket effectively, and to take solidarity 
action. 

• Taxation of the rich to fund decent public services, 
homes, education and jobs for all. 

• A workers' movement that fights all forms of 
oppression. Full equality for women and social 
provision to free women from the burden of housework. 
Free abortion on request. Full equality for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and gender variant people. Black and white 
workers' unity against racism. 

• Open borders. 

• Global solidarity against global capital - workers' 
everywhere have more in common with each other than 
with their capitalist or Stalinist rulers. 

• Democracy at every level of society from the smallest 
workplace or community to global social organisation. 

• Working-class solidarity in international politics: 
equal rights for all nations, against imperialists and 
predators big and small. 

• Maximum left unity in action, and openness in debate. 


Join the fight for socialism 

Contact Workers Liberty today 
How you can help: 

help distribute this bulletin 

come to our political discussions. Sydney WL is reading 
David Harvey’s The Enigma of Capitalism 
Call for details: 

Syd: 0439 640 118; Melb: 0400 877 819; Bris: 07 3102 4681 
http ://australia, workersliberty. org 
contact @ workerslibertv.org 

P.O. Box 313 Leichhardt 








Iraqi workers 
fight for rights 

By Colin Foster 

The AFL-CIO, an American equivalent of the 
ACTU, has launched an international campaign for 
a democratic labour law in Iraq. The AFL-CIO 
may only make posts on a website, but that gives 
leverage to rank-and-file activists campaigning for 
Iraqi workers' rights - on 15 May, the local AFL- 
CIO council in Metropolitan Washington 
organised a demonstration at the Iraqi consulate 
there. 

Saddam Hussein's 1987 labour law is still on the 
books, making trade unions theoretically illegal in 
the public sector - most of the Iraqi economy - 
and the 2005 ‘decree 8750’, gives the Iraqi 
government powers to seize union funds. 
Successive governments have promised legislation 
for workers' right to organise, strike and have 
representation, but have not delivered. 

Above-ground trade unions emerged in Iraq in 
2003, after the US-UK led invasion and the fall of 
Saddam Hussein, and have lived in a legal grey 
area ever since. 

The simmering civil war in 2006 set them back, 
but the beginnings of political consolidation in 
Iraq, from late 2007, set the scene for a race. Will 
the trade unions use the relative calm to build up 
their strength and secure some legal guarantees? 

Or will Iraq's dominant political parties - all anti¬ 
working-class - more quickly gain the confidence 
to use the laws to snuff out worker organisation? 
The race was made more urgent by the plan to 
withdraw US troops from Iraq by 2011. 

There has been much sparring between unions and 
the government. The latest case came after 
industrial action by oil refinery workers in March 
over wages and conditions. The (government- 
controlled) management retaliated by ordering 
four leaders of the Iraqi Federation of Oil Unions 
to transfer from their bases to other workplaces. 

The current flux in Iraq after the March 
parliamentary election set the scene for increased 
bombings and killings of civilians by guerrilla 
groups, probably Sunni ultra-Islamists, but may 
also increase opportunities for unions to win 
commitments from rival politicians. 

Election results are still uncertain - official figures 
so far: 


91 seats for the coalition led by Allawi (ex- 
Ba'thist, former favourite of the CIA. US- 
appointed prime minister in 2004-5), which lead in 
Sunni Arab areas; 

89 seats for the Shia-Islamist coalition led by al- 
Maliki (prime minister since May 2006); 

70 seats for another Shia-Islamist alliance of al- 
Sadr's movement and the Supreme Islamic 
Council; 

43 seats for the Kurdish alliance, and 32 seats for 
other groups. 

Since 2005 Iraq's government has been dominated 
by a coalition between Shia-Islamist and Kurdish 
groups. That could change now. The US is 
reported to be pushing for Allawi and Maliki to 
share the job of prime minister. The Sadrists are 
calling for a grand coalition of all four big blocs. 
Amidst the jockeying for power, the precarious 
stabilisation since late 2007 could collapse, and 
Iraq could fall back into sectarian civil war. 

The Iraqi labour movement urgently needs our 
help so that it win as many guarantees and 
positions of strength it can in the current turmoil. 
See http://bit.ly/iraqtu for a useful briefing (from 
2008, but still relevant) by the AFL-CIO on Iraqi 
labour law, and 

http://www.iraqitradeunions.org/cgi- 
bin/campaignl.cgi for the international campaign. 

Join Auslraq 

Since the Iraq invasion anti-war activists have worked to 
promote Australia/Iraq trade union solidarity. Auslraq has 
raised funds to support unions in Iraq. Auslraq is currently 
forging direct links between Australian and Iraqi unions. 
Contact Lynn: 0439 640 118 


More from Workers’ Liberty: 

Pushing climate change back into 
focus: effective alternatives to the 
"Emission Trading Scheme" and 
to Abbott's charlatanry: 
www.workersliberty.org/ets 

Rudd and the labour movement: why 
Rudd is coming under pressure from 
the right, whereas it should be the 
unions and the left challenging him: 
www.workersliberty.org/rudd 

Unions and politics: Dean Mighell is wrong: 

Mighell's call for unions to disaffiliate from the ALP 
and adopt the US unions' model of political action is a 
blind alley: 

www.workersliberty.org/mighell 

Agitation and accommodation: the "organising 
agenda": a review and critique of the now fashionable 
"organising agenda" of the union 
leaders: 

www.workersliberty.org/crosbv 











